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As the weather chills this October, the Limestone Stage brings the Lockport community another chilling 

experience: an adaptation of a 19th-century American writer’s macabre stories and poems in “Nightfall 

with Edgar Allan Poe.” 

Drawing on their previous theatrical work, a collaborative approach and The Gaylord Building’s 

atmosphere, the team is striving for a “creepy, macabre and deep” performance, according to executive 

director Luke Janchenko. 

“We wanted to do a show that Edgar Allan Poe would be proud of, that did his work justice, and I feel 

that we have,” Janchenko said. 

The cast and crew have adapted playwright Eric Coble’s work, adding on the poems “The Bells” and “The 

Masque of the Red Death.” They have also capitalized on The Gaylord Building’s prime features, such as 

its limestone, post-and-beam construction, its spiral staircase and its 1838 origin, to further draw the 

audience into the performance. It also is to be an intimate gathering—only 50 tickets will be sold for 

each show in the second-floor gallery, which normally holds 80 seats.  

Actor and artistic director Christopher “Kit” Lindblom—who is to play the Old Man in the rendition of 

“The Tell-Tale Heart”—said that the smaller space permits “in your face” theater. The actors plan to 

perform a mere three feet from the first row of the audience. 

“Poe has always been a favorite of mine,” said Lindblom, who did an interpretive reading of “The Tell-

Tale Heart” in his middle school English class.  

Lindblom also said Limestone Stage focuses on education, noting the variety of backgrounds of those 

involved. It wants to bring reasonably priced entertainment to the Lockport community and help 

community members develop their ability and interest in theater, he said. 

Lindblom ran a seminar this summer that taught Lockport residents the basics of community theater, 

and Kevin Traynor—who is to play Poe in this production—led improv seminars. Limestone Stage has 

also planned a three-week workshop next spring on basic acting skills. 

“[The Limestone Stage members] are pretty innovative,” said Pam Owens, the executive director of The 

Gaylord Building. “It’s their personal passion, and it shows.” 

The performances are scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 15-Saturday, Oct. 17, and an additional 

midnight show is also scheduled for Saturday. The show is not recommended for children 10 years old or 

younger. Tickets for the 7:30 p.m. shows cost $15, and the midnight show cost $20. Tickets can be 

purchased in advance at The Gaylord Building, at 200 W. Eighth St., in Lockport. For more information 

and to purchase tickets, contact The Gaylord Building staff at (815) 838-9400 or 

email info@gaylordbuilding.org. 

- See more at: http://www.lockportlegend.com/limestone-stage%E2%80%99s-

%E2%80%98nightfall%E2%80%99-haunt-audience-members#sthash.9BEKZGu2.dpuf 
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